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POLICE, VEHICLE PURSUITS, GUIDELINES 

2173. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

(1) Will the Minister confirm that West Australian Police Officers have been ordered not to exceed 140km 
per hour when pursuing another vehicle? 

(2) If this is correct, when was this directive issued? 

(3) What were the previous guidelines with regard to this issue? 

(4) If this is the case then what are the reasons for prohibiting Police from exceeding 140km per hour? 

(5) If this is the case then is the Minister concerned that this policy will lead to an increase in car thefts and 
offenders who are prepared to attempt to outrun Police ? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

(1)-(4) A recent review by the Skills Training Faculty of the Police Academy of the Police Service’s Urgent 
Duty Driving Instructions identified an anomaly in the instructions applicable to Urgent Duty Driving.  
For the purpose of Urgent Duty Driving, two priority categories have been designated by the 
Commissioner of Police; Priority 1 instructs that the police vehicle should not exceed 140 km/h and if it 
is considered by the Police Operations Centre (POC) that a lower speed is safer for the location and 
present circumstances, then the lower speed nominated by the POC applies.  Priority 2 instructs drivers 
of police vehicles to proceed to an incident at a speed which does not exceed 20 km/h above the 
statutory speed limit for a particular location.   

To clarify the anomaly, the instruction provides an order that a police vehicle is not to exceed 140km/h.  
The directive/instruction from the Deputy Commissioner (Operations) was broadcast by email to all 
police officers on 30 September 2003. 

However, there is an exemption to the instruction of 30 September 2003 that states that in extraordinary 
circumstances, permission to exceed 140km/h may be obtained from a Commissioned Officer.  A 
Commissioned Officer is on duty at the POC 24 hours everyday.  Extraordinary circumstances include 
medical emergencies where the life of a police officer is in jeopardy, or other life-threatening situations. 

(5) The Police Service have assured me this is not the case, and that their first concern is the welfare and 
safety of the community and police officers. 

 


